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PREVIEW\ Tonight will test Wildcats' 
mental toughness, willpower, adversity 




Continued from tipoff 1 

On the other side, K-State 
has been up and down as a 
team this season. Sophomore 
guard Marcus Foster and se- 
nior forward Nino Williams 
continue to lead the team 
with 13.4 and 11.4 points per 
game, respectively, but turn- 
overs and careless defense 
have set the Wildcats up for 
failure too many times this 
season. 



The Wildcats can hang 
their hat on the "Octagon of 
Doom," though. K-State has 
lost just four times at home 
this season, and the margin of 
victory between K-State and 
Kansas in Bramlage in the 
last three seasons has been 4.3 
points a game. Last season it 
was three points, and K-State 
was the team that came out on 
top. 

Tonight will be a test 
for K-State. A test of mental 



toughness, willpower, adver- 
sity and all the words and 
phrases that led off this pre- 
view. If the K-State team that 
knocked off No. 17 Oklahoma 
shows up to play, fans may be 
in for a treat and a possible 
court storming. If the team 
that lost by double-figures to 
TCU and Baylor steps on the 
court, it may not be pretty. 

K-State and No. 8 Kansas 
tipoff from Bramlage Coli- 
seum tonight at 8 p.m. 
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Q&A | Dodd says K-State needs Foster 
to get hot, Bramlage to get wild tonight 

CONTINUED FROM TIPOFF 3 Traylor, Cliff Alexander and was wild. Kansas would go on to 

Landen Lucas have struggled win the NCAA title that year, but 



Continued from tipoff 3 

Collegian: K-State 
seemed content, as most 
teams have in years 
past, double teaming 
Kansas' post players 
despite the Jayhawks 
consistently gashing it 
for easy layups. Has this 
worked at all for teams 
this year, and do you 
expect K-State to defend 
the same way this time 
around? 

Dodd: Not many teams 
have doubled Kansas in the post 
this year, just because this is one 
of Kansas' worst low-post scor- 
ing teams of the Bill Self era. El- 
lis scores a lot, but he does a lot 
from the high-post, and Jamari 



Traylor, Cliff Alexander and 
Landen Lucas have struggled 
to score with their back to the 
basket. I don't know how K- 
State will defend Kansas, but I 
imagine they'll start by trying to 
limit Ellis' touches and contain- 
ing Kansas point guard Frank 
Mason. 

Collegian: What's your 
favorite moment from 
the Sunflower Show- 
down over the years? 
Favorite matchup to 
watch? 

Dodd: I covered the 2008 
game at Bramlage Coliseum — 
the night K-State ended "The 
Streak" — as a student journal- 
ist. I'm not sure I've ever wit- 
nessed a game in a more emo- 
tionally-charged environment. It 



was wild. Kansas would go on to 
win the NCAA title that year, but 
even that Kansas team couldn't 
deal with Bramlage that night. 
It was something else. Also, Mi- 
chael Beasley was really good. 

Collegian: What must 
Kansas do to earn a 
win? What about K- 
State? 

Dodd: If Kansas makes 
shots and plays with solid en- 
ergy on defense, they should 
probably win. If Marcus Foster 
gets hot and Bramlage starts go- 
ing wild, it'll probably be close. 

Collegian: One matchup 
fans should keep then- 
eyes on? 

Dodd: Wayne Selden vs. 
Marcus Foster. 
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QUICK STATS 

POINTS PER GAME 



62.9 




72.1 



REBOUNDS PER GAME 
31.5 138.0 



TURNOVERS PER GAME 
13.5 I 1 12.6 



IMPACT PLAYERS 






Thomas Gipson Perry Ellis 



19 points 
7 rebounds 



i_j | (vs. Kansas Jan. 31) 



16 points 
12 rebounds 

(vs. Kansas Jan. 31) 
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K-State returns to Bramlage 
for 281st Sunflower Showdown 



By Tate Steinlage 
the collegian 



T Thomas Gipson was 
visibly upset Saturday af- 
ter K-State was trounced 
by Baylor in Waco, Texas. 
Though typically a quiet, low- 
volume-type player, Gipson criti- 
cized K-State with no restraint. 

That criticism included him- 
self. 

He admitted that the team is 
currently lacking mental tough- 
ness, adding "that's not how K- 
State basketball does it." Losing, 
he said, was frustrating enough, 
but being embarrassed by 27 
points was something new and 
ugly. 

Basically, Gipson summed 
up what many already have found 
out: this K-State men's basketball 
team is currently fragile. Apathet- 
ic. Lackadaisical. Going through 
the motions. Complacent. Lost. 
Struggling. Searching for an- 
swers. 

Whatever it is, Kansas, the 
team 75 miles down the road, is 
perfectly OK with it. 

The two in-state rivals meet 
tonight at Bramlage Coliseum in 
281st edition of the Sunflower 
Showdown. The No. 8-ranked 
Jayhawks (22-5, 11-3) have two 
weeks to capture an llth-straight 
Big 12 title. K-State (13-15, 6-9) 
has two weeks to climb above 
.500. 

Two programs heading in 
opposite directions. However, 
K-State head coach Bruce We- 
ber said he remembers the scene 
a year ago in Manhattan when 
roughly 5,000 students swarmed 
the Bramlage court under a 
scoreboard that read: K-State 85, 
Kansas 82. He recalls his team 
perched atop the scorers table 
celebrating an upset, Sunflower 
Showdown victory. 

That's what he and his K- 
State team are clinging to heading 
into the Big Monday matchup. 

"The way we play at home, I 
don't think there is any doubt we 
can play at a high level," Weber 
said to reporters Saturday. "Now, 
can we play good enough to beat 
them? We are going to have to 
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Senior forward Thomas Gipson tries to shoot a left-handed jumper 
over Kansas forward Jamari Traylor (left) and guard Devonte' 
Graham (right) in the first half of the Wildcats' 57-68 loss to the No. 
9-ranked Jayhawks in the first installment of the Sunflower Show- 
down on Jan. 3 1 in Lawrence's Allen Fieldhouse. 



guard. We can't do what we did at 
the start of the first Kansas game 
and what we did tonight, allowing 
layups. Hopefully we can get our 
mindset right and use the crowd 
and get after them a little bit." 

Kansas is the clear favorite 
and for good reason. The Jay- 
hawks lead the series 188-92. 
Kansas head coach Bill Self is 
20-4 against K-State. And in 
Manhattan all-time, the Jayhawks 
carry a .619 winning percentage. 

Records aside, but statisti- 
cally speaking, Kansas is still the 
better team. The Jayhawks are 
averaging nearly 72 points per 
game while holding opponents to 
64 points a contest. Five Kansas 



players average more than seven 
points a game, led by junior for- 
ward Perry Ellis, a strong candi- 
date for Big 12 Player of the Year, 
at 13.3 points per game. 

This isn't the strongest side 
Self has fielded in his 12 seasons 
at Kansas. The Jayhawks lack 
a true post presence and a go-to 
scorer. But this is a Self-coached 
Kansas team that, well, plays like 
a team. Kansas is ranked 27th 
in the country rebounding the 
ball, grabbing nearly 40 boards 
a game. The Jayhawks distribute 
the ball well and finish when it 
matters most. 

Continued on tipoff 4, 
"preview" 
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K-State junior forward Stephen Hurt 
sparks some light on very dim season 



By Timothy Everson 
the collegian 



In a season where the stars 
have not shone brightly for the 
K-State men's basketball team, 
it's been role players who have 
the spotlight's focus. 

It's almost never sustained 
illumination, but flashes of great- 
ness, that have lit up some of 
the Wildcats' best performances 
throughout the year. 

Junior forward Stephen 
Hurt has been one of those flash- 
es several times this season in a 
year so devoid of light. 

Hurt came to Manhattan 
via one of the top-25 best JUCO 
teams in the country in North- 
west Florida State College in 
Niceville, Florida. The 6-foot- 
1 1-inch Murfreesboro, Tennes- 
see native offered a large skill set 
to his fellow Raiders teammates, 
as well as visiting Division I 
coaches searching for talent. 

Whether from long or mid- 
range, Hurt possesses the abil- 
ity to spread out defenders by 
having a jumper that many big 
men at this level do not possess. 
That, amongst other abilities, is 
what had schools like Indiana, 
Wichita State and K-State at his 
doorstep. 

"Coach (Bruce) Weber and 
Coach (Alvin) Brooks were my 
main recruiters, and last summer 
they started recruiting me," Hurt 
said. "I had a couple of showcas- 
es and they were at all of them. 
They just started talking to me 
early and I got along with them 
pretty much off the bat." 

Hurt's signing with the 
Wildcats was met with acclaim 
by K-State fans who saw him as 
a part of a possible three-headed 
monster down low with senior 
Thomas Gipson and sophomore 
transfer Brandon Bolden. 

Then, Wildcat fans saw him 
take the court against Southern 
Utah in the season opener. With 
Gipson out due to injuries early 
in the season, Hurt saw his big- 
gest patch of minutes, and in 
that stretch, he drove Bramlage 
wild with his first 3-pointer as a 
Wildcat. 

However, the conversation 
always seemed to quickly turn 
from his performance to the in- 
famous 1970s-esque goggles he 
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Junior forward Stephen Hurt looks to pass over Texas Tech for- 
ward and center Norense Odiasc in the second half of the Wildcats' 
58-51 win over the Red Raiders on Jan. 14 in Bramlage Coliseum. 



sports. 

"I tore the iris in my right 
eye during my last year of 
JUCO, so they're just to protect 
my eye," Hurt said. "They're not 
perscription or anything." 

After the heavy dose of 
playing time at beginning of 
the season, Hurt's minutes and 
points started to decline as other 
players were getting healthy and 
the speed and added difficulties 
associated with Division I were 
catching up to him. 

But after a stretch of several 
games where Hurt failed to score 
five or more points, the junior 
exploded back into the hearts 
and minds of K-State fans, scor- 
ing 15-key points in an overtime 
victory versus No. 16 Oklahoma 
in Norman, Oklahoma. 

"I had spoke to coach (We- 
ber) previous to the game and he 
was really positive about me and 
stuff like that and that was a con- 
fidence booster, which I guess 
paid off in the game," Hurt said. 
"I had my best game of the year." 

Hurt went 6-10 from the 
field against the Sooners in addi- 
tion to eight rebounds. A feat es- 
pecially impressive considering 
that he was matching up against 
the unofficial rebound king of 
the Big 12 in Oklahoma junior 
forward Ryan Spangler. 

"Stephen Hurt was big 
time," Weber said after the Jan. 
10 game. "Stephen has kind of 
been stuck in the middle because 
we rely so much on Thomas 
(Gipson) ... Hurt comes every 
day and plays hard. He's prob- 
ably not ready physically and he 
needs some time in the weight 



room, but he's been really pa- 
tient and kept a great attitude 
and he got his chance tonight ... 
He made some huge, huge plays 
for us." 

The Oklahoma victory be- 
came a landmark win so far 
this season that only would 
be matched by the second win 
against the Sooners taking place 
in Manhattan. 

Hurt was not as offensively 
dominant as he was in the pre- 
vious matchup, but he made his 
presence known defensively in 
his 17 minutes, using his length 
to disrupt the high-powered 
Sooners offense. 

Hurt may not have found 
his consistency, especially on the 
offense end so far this season. 
But, it's been these glimpses of 
the kind of player who could be 
for K-State that is giving some 
hope in a situation that's hard to 
handle. 

For now, all parties involved 
turn towards No. 8 Kansas and 
the final regular season Sun- 
flower Showdown of the year. 
Hurt still sees light at the end of 
K-State's postseason tunnel and 
wants both he and his teammates 
to use their hard work to get a 
shot in basking in it. 

"Obviously, with the out- 
come, I want us to win," Hurt 
said. "But I just want us to 
keep getting better, win or lose. 
Knowing that we might not be 
able to obtain an at-large bid, 
we can still get to the (NCAA) 
Tournament through the Big 12 
Tournament. We just have to stay 
focused and try to get better ev- 
ery day." 



Sunflower Showdown: is the rivlary 
behind it competitive or passionate? 
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Emilio Rivera 
the collegian 



Merriam- Webster defines 
the word rivalry as: "a state or 
situation in which people or 
groups are competing with each 
other." 

The word, though, has 
many different connotations 
that come with it: friction, dis- 
dain, hatred and enmity to name 
a few. Those words could just 
as easily be used to describe the 
relationship of between K-State 
and Kansas. 

But can the Sunflower 
Showdown honestly be called 
a rivalry on the field? Whether 
you are talking about football or 
basketball, one team has pulled 
away in recent memory and 
made themselves the favorite 
every season. 

In football, K-State is the 
favorite by far. Besides the 
questionable Ron Prince era 
where the Wildcats dropped 
three-straight games, K-State 
has dominated the series in 
recent memory, holding 20-9-1 
record over the last 30 years. 

But what the Wildcats hold 
on the football field comes 
nowhere near the Jay hawks' 
dominance on the hardwood. 
Kansas holds a 21-4 record in 
the last 10 years on the court, a 
50-4 record in the last 20 years, 
and a 76-24 record in the last 
100 games. 

Kansas' performance is 
dominance at its finest. The 
Jayhawks are undoubtably the 
big brother of the Sunflower 
Showdown in basketball. 

So, can this series be called 
a rivalry? Can the Wildcats' 
.240 winning percentage in the 
last 100 games be considered 
competitive? 

More so, should the Sun- 
flower Showdown rank among 
the most competitive rivalries 
in college sports, such as Duke 
and North Carolina? 

The answer: no. At least 



not on the field. K-State and 
Kansas is nowhere near Duke 
and North Carolina in terms of 
competitiveness. In that series 
on the hardwood, North Caro- 
lina leads Duke 53-47 in last 
100 games. 

That series is competitive. 
It could go either way every 
game, and rarely is there a 
definitive favorite. That series is 
a rivalry at its finest. 

As a historical disclaimer, 
the Sunflower Showdown series 
was competitive at one time, 
with both programs being able 
to win on any given night in 
both football and basketball. 
However, K-State has grasped 
firm hold of the series in foot- 
ball while Kansas has domi- 
nated basketball. 

Let's think about it in an- 
other way. Can you call a game 
a competitive rivalry when a 
victory makes a season worth 
it? When K-State pulls of a 
victory on the hardwood, that is 
the highlight of the season: the 
winning shot, the ecstatic faces 
of the athletes, the fans storm- 
ing the court. 

Just take a gander at this 
season's basketball intro video. 

Similarly, when Kansas up- 
sets K-State football, goalposts 
are victims that end up in a lake. 

When a series is dominated 
so heavily by one side that a 
victory means so much to a 
fan base and a team, it isn't 
competitive. 

Let's stop for a second 
and contemplate whether a 
rivalry should be defined by the 



competitiveness of the series or, 
alternatively, whether a rivalry 
should be classified by the pas- 
sion between fan bases of the 
series. 

If that's the case, the 
Sunflower Showdown should 
actually be considered a pretty 
big rivalry. 

Both fan bases are pas- 
sionate about their schools' 
athletics; secondly, and most 
importantly, they are passionate 
about disliking the other school. 

The fan bases truly despise 
each other. 

The fire burns deep in the 
hearts of each schools' students, 
deep enough to have tall tales 
of why the fans don't like each 
other. When fan bases and 
schools have historical justifica- 
tion about why they don't like 
each another off of the playing 
field, justification that dates 
back to the formation of the two 
schools, there is definitely a 
clear rivalry present. 

Now, whether the disdain 
for one another is justified or 
not, the passion between the 
two athletic programs and their 
followers is what makes it a 
good series. 

The argument of whether 
this is truly a rivalry boils down 
to one thing: can the passion of 
the fan bases outweigh the truly 
uncompetitive series? 

Emilio Rivera is a sopho- 
more in mass communica- 
tions. Please send comments 
to sports@kstatecollegian. 
com. 
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Senior forward Nino Williams drains a jumper in the first half 
of the Wildcats' 57-68 loss to the #9-ranked Jayhawks in the first 
installment of the Sunflower Showdown on Jan. 31, 2015, in Allen 
Fieldhouse in Lawrence. 
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The Collegian s Q&A with The Kansas City Star s Rustin Dodd 
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By Tate Steinlage 
the collegian 



K-State and No. 8 Kansas 
take the court tonight against 
each other for the 281st time. 
The Sunflower Showdown 
has provided some special 
scenes over the years: celebra- 
tion, heartache, embarrassment 
and so on. There's no telling 
what fans are in for tonight on Big 
Monday, but it'll likely be filled 
with storylines and bickering be- 
tween two passionate fan bases. 

To preview the in-state 
rivalry, the Kansas State 
Collegian sports desk sat 
down with The Kansas 
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City Star and Wichita Eagle's Kansas 
beat writer Rustin Dodd. 

Collegian: While the Sun- 
flower Showdown has been 
a one-sided affair at Allen 
Fieldhouse — to put it lightly 
— K-State has played Kansas 
much closer at Bramlage Coli- 
seum. However, this year's 
K-State team is struggling 
considerably more than in 
years past while the Jayhawks 
are putting together another 
Big 12 title run. Do you fore- 
see another tight contest in 
the Little Apple? 

Rustin Dodd: I think Kansas and 
Bill Self have come to understand 
that Bramlage Coliseum will be one 
of the tougher venues they play in all 



year. K-State has been struggling re- 
cently, but I imagine the opportunity 
to play Kansas at home will provide 
some motivation. It's tough to win on 
the road in the Big 12. It'll likely be 
close. 

Collegian: In the first meeting 
on Jan. 31, Kansas jumped 
out to a commanding lead and 
didn't look back. But in the 
second half, K-State actually 
outscored the Jayhawks. Was 
this simply a case of Kansas 
taking its foot off the gas 
pedal, K-State making some 
shots or the Wildcats match- 
ing up better? 

Dodd: I just think Kansas has 
struggled to play well for 40 minutes 
all year. It's not uncommon in college 



basketball. It's also human nature to 
let up a little if you take a big lead in 
the opening minutes. It happens. 

Collegian: Perry Ellis scored 
19 points at Bramlage Colise- 
um last year and eight points 
in Manhattan his freshman 
year. Is he a matchup night- 
mare for the Wildcats or just 
a player who will score his 
point and grab his rebounds 
regardless? 

Dodd: (Perry) Ellis is Kansas' 
leading scorer, so they need him 
to score to play well. After a few 
struggles in lanuary, he's been pretty 
consistent for the last month. He's a 
tough matchup for a lot of teams. 

Continued on tipoff 4, "Q&A" 
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